
 
 

 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
Monday, August 15, 2016 

 
REGULAR MEETING AT 4:00p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairwoman Krantz at 4:00p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL  
The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees convened with members Peggy Krantz, Cymantha Liakos, 
Jessica Parham, DeAngela Velasquez, Lorie Mitteer, Bill Siders, Priscilla Ornelas, and Jamie Barnes being 
present. A quorum was established.  
 
Members absent:  Donovan Fulkerson, Nanette Schumacher 
 
Staff present: Laurie Rufe, Interim Director, Sara Woodbury, Curator of Collections and Exhibitions; 
Colette Speer, Membership and Events Coordinator, Cindy Torrez, Executive Director, RMAC 
Foundation.  
 
Guests present: Lisa Dunlap, Roswell Daily Record 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Member Siders motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Member Liakos seconded. A voice vote 
was unanimous and the motion passed. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Member Parham motioned to approve the minutes of the June 2016 Board of Trustees meeting. 
Member Liakos seconded.  A voice vote was unanimous and the motion passed.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Curator Woodbury presented the possibility of an acquisition of 24 Ground Zero/Sacred Ground pastels 
by Karen Aqua for the permanent collection. She explained that, as the work of a former Roswell Artist-
in-Residence, the pastels attest to the ongoing significance of the RAiR program but are also important 
in terms of New Mexico history and possess a direct link to Roswell. The 24 pastel drawings were 
created for the short animated film Ground Zero/Sacred Ground, which was completed in 1997. The 
subject matter for these drawings comes in large parts from extant carvings found at the 3 Rivers 
Petroglyph site. According to Aqua, an important artist and filmmaker “The film was inspired by the 
Three Rivers Petroglyph Site between Tularosa and Carrizozo, New Mexico (two hours from Roswell) and 
its proximity to the Trinity Site, where the first atom bomb was detonated.” Curator Woodbury 
emphasized that there were many reasons for this acquisition, but added that yet another was that they 
were themselves a sequence from the film.  



 
 
CHAIR’S REMARKS                                                                                            
Chairwoman Krantz focused her remarks on the upcoming event to launch the fundraising campaign for 
the digitization of the Robert H. Goddard Planetarium. She inquired about which members were 
attending and encouraged everyone to attend on Friday, August 19. 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE REPORTS: Attendance and membership data from July was presented, 
and it was noted that traditionally July has been a slow membership-month, but that there had been a 
spike in attendance because of both the Alien Costume Contests, planetarium programming during the 
UFO Festival and other events.  
 
DIRECTORS REPORT  
Interim Director Rufe updated the Board Members on the Director Search which continues. She let 
everyone know that there were two finalists: one from Brigham City, Utah, and one from Salem, 
Oregon. She expressed hope about the candidates and a pending selection. She said that Jonathan 
Phillips would make the final decision. Member Parham asked about whether there were plans for the 
Chalk Art Festival and Art Block Party; Director Rufe said that planning was ongoing and that Amanda 
and Colette were co-chairing progress on the event. It was also mentioned that the bridge demolition 
and reconstruction were ongoing. More importantly, it was noted that Victoria Montana Ryan had 
visited to do some conservation work. Finally, it was announced that Nanette Schumacher had 
recommended Jessica Ellis to serve on the Board of Trustees and that the decision and approval would 
be made at the September city council meeting; Jessica Ellis is being considered to replace Rey Berrones.  
 
Foundation Report 
Ms. Torrez provided an informal summary to the members and focused her comments on the upcoming 
Planetarium Digital Conversion Project. She reviewed the details; it is a $375,000 project that will 
upgrade the planetarium to a program called Digistar 6 projection, a fully digitized system that is cloud 
based and available through Evans and Sutherland, its parent company.  Digistar 6 comes with state of 
the art programming. The upgrade will also involve new seating, new carpet, and cove lighting. The 
RMAC Foundation has pledged fifty percent of the cost. The city of Roswell has pledged $37,000 for this 
year and the same amount for the next fiscal year. Ms. Torrez also let members know that the 
foundation would be talking with individuals and foundations, local banks and the county. She was 
particularly interested in the government sector and state legislation perhaps backing this project; the 
planetarium in Alamogordo received state funding for a similar project.  She emphasized that the 
foundation was seeking not only donors but also advocates. At the kickoff event, Jim Waldrip would be 
recognized for his service. Member DeAngela Velasquez asked about a timeline for the project, and Ms. 
Torrez said ideally funding by March and then begin. She encouraged members to talk it up, mention 
grants that members might know of. All help will be appreciated. 
 
ADJOURN 
Member Parham motioned to adjourn. Member Siders seconded. A voice vote was unanimous and the 
motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 4:51pm 
  
Respectfully Submitted                                                
Colette Speer, Membership and Events Coordinator 
 
 


